cations annually. "Organizing and serving Arabic publications is still the major problem facing American librarianship. The personnel problem is an important phase of the dilemma. . . . The major bulk of Arabic resources in the above mentioned institutions is not yet cataloged. The backlog in cataloging and the lack of organization of materials hinder the usefulness of such collections. " 3 It is the purpose of the following discussion to describe conditions resulting from the current administrative practices of PL 480 regarding cataloging of Arabic materials, and to offer a proposal for performing the task of processing these materials in the United Arab Republic as the best possible solution to this serious problem.
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viewed by Dr. El-Hadi opposed Hazzard's and Wilder's proposals, and favored the idea of cooperative cataloging described below.
"In January 1962 a questionnaire was sent to the libraries participating in the PL 480 program, asking about the availability of library staff combining language proficiency with cataloging skill. In the case of Arabic, there were a handful of catalogers with language knowledge, and in all there were something in the neighborhood of four hundred man-hours per week of combined Arabic and cataloging knowledge available throughout the nation."8
At the rate of one hour per title, and cutting the available man-hours in half (to allow for sick and annual leaves, coffee breaks, holidays, etc.) it is estimated that it would take all the productive manpower available in the United States twelve years to catch up with the acquisition of the 120,000 volumes shipped in one year from the Cairo office.
"It was obvious from this survey that the research libraries receiving the PL 480 materials are not presently equipped to process them, and that some means of pooling talents will have to be found. " 9 As a result, all libraries participating in the PL 480 program have agreed to finance cataloging programs jointly. "Each recipient of a full set of publications from the DAR, excepting Princeton University library which is furnishing the services of a highly skilled cataloger who provides cooperative copy for the bulk of receipts from the U AR, has contributed $1, 111 for the first ye.ar of the cataloging pro- In summing up briefly the state of Arabic collections in American research libraries as seen by Dr. El-Hadi the following conclusions may be drawn: 1. Backlogs number in thousands in each of the libraries surveyed. 2. Trade books and government publications are pouring in thousands through PL 480 and are finding their way to storage areas. 3. Skilled catalogers with language proficiency are scarce in this country, and it seems unlikely that this manpower will increase proportionately to cope with the increased rate of acquisition. 4. There is definitely, in this country, a growing need for faster access to information in Arabic.
CARDS-WITH-COPY PROGRAM Considering the foregoing problems and to enable PL 480 to achieve a greater degree of effectiveness, it seems logical that one efficient method to deal with Arabic books under present circumstances would be to establish a center for technical processing in Cairo. For perhaps a dollar a copy this proposed center could offer the following: ••
